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walk to
create aworld
free of MS




Worried about fundraising?  Here are a few tips that might help.

Here is what we know.   YOU are that ‘spark’ for someone else, that connection, 
the reason to care and get involved.  Our movement to create world free of MS 
begins with you.  

Here is what we promise.  Even as the economy slows down, the Society will not.  
As the needs of people with MS grows, so does our effort and resolve to help those 
who live day to day with the uncertainty of MS
Walk MS is a rallying point for the MS movement.  Walk MS is a day to come together as a community to share our commitment and determination to create a world free of MS.  It is more important than ever before, that people participate and raise what they can rather than not participate at all.  Your well planned fundraising efforts, regardless of outcome, not only raise vital funds but also help us grow the movement toward a world free of MS!

How do you ask others to give to you?

· Don’t decide for the donor by not asking – if you don’t ask they don’t have an opportunity to join 
you in this important work.  
· When asking for the gift, do not apologize.  It is a privilege to be asked to help create a world free 
     of MS.   

· The majority of your donors are supporting you!  You are their connection to MS and they will 
      mirror your behaviors.  Remain positive.   Make a personal gift.
· Assure them that you understand how challenging it is right now, but that people with MS need 
     our support now more than ever to move their lives forward.
Be sure to plan your fundraising efforts – are you using your online fundraising page?  Are you asking everyone you can?  Can you increase the number of people you are asking over last year to make up         for the possibility of slightly smaller gifts this year?   
Suggested talking points might include
· We are closer to a cure for MS than ever before. Your support is more important today than any 
      other time for several reasons:  1) to keep the momentum moving forward towards a cure,  2) to  

      keep the brightest and most talented researchers focused on MS.  You are part of the MS solution.

· This is a critical time.  The Society’s have seen a 95% increase in requests for financial assistance 
over the same period last year.  
· Recent studies underscore the challenges people living with chronic illnesses are facing due to increasing medical costs.  Many are delaying medical care and not filling prescriptions.  

· Many of the 400,000 Americans living with MS face agonizing choices these days.  Buy groceries 
or pay for treatment?  Keep the house cool in the summer or buy necessary medication?  Consider                                    these facts:

· 70% of people with MS have trouble paying for their health care. 

· 21% of people living with MS spend less on food, heat, and other necessities just to pay for
 their care.  

If a donor declines to support
· Thank them!  Assure them that you understand how challenging it is right now, but that you will 
     remain involved and will ask them again in the future.
· Remind them of what they can do and not what they can’t.  They can volunteer, recruit, and also 
     raise funds for the Walk.  Every investment will pay off both this year and in years to come and
     will continue to move us closer to a world free of MS.  

